Social Studies Vocabulary 2008-2009


	Word
	Definition


	Usage

	1. Free trade
	Trade between countries without government restrictions or duties. 

	Governments around the world are moving toward free trade, so that goods and services are exchanged without tariffs or quotas.

	2.Industry
	any branch of business, trade, or manufacture
	WWII brought new life to the airline industry.

	3. Democracy
	Government in which leaders rule with consent of the citizens


	In a democracy, citizens participate in the decision making of the country and elect their leaders.

	4. Republic
	Strong national government headed by elected leaders


	In a federal republic, power is divided between the national and state governments.

	5.Imperialism
	The policy of expanding the rule or authority of an empire over foreign lands usually to increase the wealth of the empire. 


	During industrialization, many European countries implemented imperialism by competing around the world for markets and resources for their factories.

	6.Communism
	Economic, social, and political system based on the teachings of Karl Marx, which advocated the elimination of private property.


	In a communist state, government leaders control the economy and society.

	7. Cold War
	Period between the late 1940’s and late 1980’s when the U.S. and Soviet Union competed for world influence without actually fighting each other.


	The Cold War between the U.S. and Soviet Union never mobilized armies in an official war but did lead to an increase of nuclear weapons on both sides.  

	8. culture
	The sum total of ways of living built up by a group of people and passed on from one generation to the next. 
	The Turkish culture has had a tradition of men wearing a hat called the fez. 

	9. monarchy
	Form of government in which a king or queen inherits the right to rule.


	Queen Elizabeth is the head of England’s monarchy.



	10. religion
	Any system of faith and worship.


	The majority religion in the U.S. is Christianity, but Judaism, Islam, and Hinduism are also practiced.

	11.revolution
	An overthrow of an established government or political system by the people governed. 

 A sudden change often associated with violence. 
	In 1959, Fidel Castro led a revolution that took control of Cuba’s government.

	12.colonization
	When a group of people settles in a new land yet maintain their citizenship of the original country.  The original country governs the colony. 


	Was the purpose of European colonization to spread civilization or to promote national interest?

	13. economy
	System of managing the production, distribution, and consumption of goods
	The economy of the United States is doing well when they are exporting goods to other countries, businesses, factories, and farms are selling their products to other Americans.

	14. agriculture
	The production of crops or raising livestock or poultry
	Australia’s main agricultural activity is raising livestock, especially cattle and sheep.

	15. literacy Rate
	percentage of people who can read and write


	A country’s literacy rate can be calculated by dividing the number of people in the country that can read by the total number of people in the country.

	16. Embargo
	Order that restricts or prohibits trade with another country


	The embargo placed on Cuba prevents Americans from doing business there.

	17.nationalism
	Devotion and loyalty to one’s own country.
	The intense nationalism in German after WWI helped Hitler get elected.  

	18.  Trade barriers 
	Any regulation or policy that restricts international trade.  


	The nations quota systems and tariffs are trade barriers that hurt the consumer.  

	19. Empire
	A group of lands under one ruler


	The British Empire the included much of North America in the 1700’s .

	20. Prime Minister
	Official who heads the government in a parliamentary democracy
	Canada has a prime minister that is the head of parliament.



	21. Province
	Regional political division similar to states


	Canada’s provinces include Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland and Labrador.



	22. Federal Republic
	Government divided between national and state powers
	The United States is a federal republic because it has both national and state governments.

	23. Indigenous
	Originating and living or occurring naturally in an area or environment.
	Kudzo is a plant that is not indigenous to Georgia.

	24. Aboriginal 
	Having existed in a region from the beginning. Often Aboriginal of or relating to the indigenous peoples of Australia.


	The British are not aboriginal to Australia.


