SG ANSWERS! -- Latin America
Section 1: Geographic Understandings
Directions: Answer the following questions. Label #’s 5-19 on the map provided. 
PHYSICAL & POLITICAL LOCATIONS
1. What entire continent is part of Latin America? South America
2. What are the islands of the Caribbean Sea, which are part of Latin America, also known as? West Indies
3. What country south of the United States in North America is part of Latin America? Mexico
4. What is the name of the group of countries located between Mexico and Venezuela? Central America
5. What is the name of the large body of water to the west of Latin America? Pacific Ocean
6. What is the name of the body of water located to the east of Mexico? Gulf of Mexico 
7. What is the name of the body of water located to the east of Central America? Caribbean Sea
8. What is the name of the chief mountain range of Mexico? Sierra Madre Mountains
9. What physical feature is a very important shortcut for ships traveling back and forth from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean? Panama Canal
10. What is the name of the mountains that run the western side of South America? Andes Mountains
11. What is the name of the world’s second longest river, which runs from the Andes Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean? Amazon River
12. What is the name of the second driest place on earth, located in the western part of South America? Atacama Desert
13. What is the name of the Latin American country that shares a border with the United States? Mexico
14. What is the name of the Latin American country that is home to the Panama Canal? Panama
15. What is the name of the Latin American country that is a long island stretching to the southeast of Florida? Cuba
16. What is the name of the Latin American country to the west of Brazil that also shares a border with Peru, Paraguay, Argentina, and Chile? Bolivia
17. What is the name of the Latin American country that is located to the east of Columbia and provides oil to many parts of the world? Venezuela
18. What is the name of the Latin American country that makes up the western one-third of the large island of Hispaniola? Haiti
19. What is the name of the country in South America that borders Panama? Columbia
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
20. What was Mexico City built in, causing air pollution to get trapped in the valley? Bowl-shaped crater of an extinct volcano
21. What are the 2 main sources of air pollution in Mexico City? Factories and cars
22. What are people in Mexico City prohibited from doing one day each week to help the air pollution problem? Driving their cars
23. How does the answer to #22 affect businesses in Mexico City? Workers cannot drive their cars to their jobs and consumers cannot drive their cars to shop.
24. What kind of cars is the government in Mexico City trying to make to help the pollution problem? Cars that produce little or no air pollution
25. What environmental issue affects the rain forests located in the Amazon region of Brazil?   Deforestation
26. Write a definition for the answer to the previous question.
Clearing a forest through logging or burning
27. 20% of what resource comes from the rain forests of Brazil? oxygen
28. What is made from some plants in the rain forests to help treat diseases? medicine
29. Why does the illegal clearing of the rain forests increase when the value of crops and cattle increases? People think they can make more profit selling cattle and crops
30. How has the oil pollution in Venezuela affected fisherman along the Caribbean Sea? Oil-spills are killing the fish
31. From the sale of what product does Venezuela get about 50% of its total revenue? oil
32. How does carbon dioxide (caused from burning fossil fuels like oil) contribute to global warming? The carbon dioxide traps warm air at the earth’s surface instead of letting it rise. 
POPULATION DISTRIBUTION & TRADE
33. How do the Andes Mountains negatively impact trade in South America? Limits trade because it blocks access to and from the Pacific Ocean 
34. How does the Amazon River positively impact trade in South America? It provides a major trade route and creates fertile areas for farming.
35. How does having a vast amount of natural resources help a country’s economy? Less goods have to be imported from other countries; the country can export more to other countries and make money.
36. Who is Brazil’s largest trading partner? United States
37. How many major seaports are located in Mexico? 7
