Name: ______________________________________________ Date: ____________ Class: __________

UNIT 2 Study Guide

“The History of Europe”
Directions: Complete the following questions on a separate piece of paper. Be sure to thoroughly answer each question. You need not write in complete sentences. 
European Exploration (20% of Test)
1. List the 6 reasons that motivated Europeans to explore.
2. Explain why the Europeans had to find an indirect route to Asia during the Age of Exploration.

3. Explain the Columbian Exchange (include what was traded, between who (which 2 hemispheres), and the purpose).

4. Who was Prince Henry the Navigator (include what empire he represented, what area of the world he explored, and at least three contributions he made to the Age of Discovery). 
5. What empire colonized Australia? 

6. What kind of government does Australia and Great Britain have (provided a definition)? Who is the head of this government?

7. What language is spoken in both Great Britain and Australia? Explain how the same languages spoken in both of these places when Australia is over 10,000 miles away from Great Britain.
8. What were the names of the three ships Columbus sailed on his first trip to the Americas? What year did he make his first trip to the Americas?
9. What explorer sailed around the Cape of Good Hope to India? What empire did he represent? Where is the Cape of Good Hope located (continent)?

10. What did Columbus call the people he encountered on his trip to the Americas? Who were these people? Where did they come from?

11. Why did African kings sell their own people as slaves? Why did the Europeans participate in the slave trade?

12. What European empire was the largest in history? What lands did it control? What country remained under control of Great Britain until the 20th century?

13. Explain how the United States gained their independence from the British Empire (include the name and year of the war).
The World Wars- Before, During, and After (80% of Test)
14. Economics played a major role in European colonization in the 19th century. What did Europeans want from other colonies? Why did they want these things?
15. In your own words, what is nationalism? What do citizens of nationalistic countries believe?

16. In your own words, what is militarism?

17. What group of nations formed the Central Powers in WWI?

18. What group of nations formed the Allied Powers in WWI?

19. Who was the archduke of Austria-Hungary before the outbreak of WWI? What happened to him? What country was blamed for this?

20. How did the events you described in #19 lead to WWI (how did a conflict between two countries end up in a world war? Think about alliances and treaties)?
21. Who was Peter the Great (include his title, what country he was in charge of, and at least 3 contributions he made)?
22. In your own words, what is an autocracy? 

23. What was the name of the last Russian czar? Explain in detail what happened to him and why.

24. What year did the Russian Revolution begin?

25. The Russian Revolution had two parts. What was the name of the first part? What are the two names given to the second part? Which part was more violent?

26. In your own words, what is communism?

27. Whose teachings was communism based on?

28. When did WWI start? When did WWI end?

29. What country did the Treaty of Versailles place blame on for World War I?
30. What did the Treaty of Versailles do to this nation (include information about their land, military, and reparations). 

31. Which of the Allies did not sign the Treaty of Versailles?

32. Explain the worldwide depression (include why it happened and the effects on businesses, banks, stockholders, and workers).

33. In what year did WWII begin? When did WWII end?

34. Explain how Adolf Hitler came into power so quickly (include why German’s were unhappy and the promises made by Hitler).

35. What countries were known as the Allies in WWII?

36. What countries were known as the Axis powers in WWII?

37. What happened during the Holocaust?

38. What is genocide?

39. What is another name for the Nazi Party?

40. Why did Hitler and the Nazis blame the Jews for Germany’s economic problems?

41. What law was passed in 1948 by the United Nations making genocide illegal?

42. Why was Israel created?

43. What two superpowers emerged from WWII?

44. What boundary separated the Eastern and Western Blocs? Which side was communist and which side were the free sections?
45. What was formed in 1949 by the Western Bloc countries to respond to possible attacks by the Soviet Union?

46. Who built the Berlin Wall? Why?

47. Why was the Cold War “cold”?

48. What advantages did the Soviet Union have during the Cold War?

49. What advantages did the United States have during the Cold War?

50. What marked the end of the Cold War?

51. What Soviet leader loosened government control over the people?

52. What is the European Union?

53. What is a euro? Why was it created?
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